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Bio for Diane Sears


Diane Sears of Orlando, Florida, is founder and president of DiVerse Media LLC, which assists clients with marketing strategy projects, including nonfiction books, research, white papers, event planning, media relations, messaging, online marketing and social media. The company has helped people become published authors of more than 80 books on topics including business, entrepreneurship, human resources, self-improvement, history, science, sports and health. 

Sears is the author of the books Tapping Your Inner Entrepreneur: Making the Move from Employee to Business Owner, published in 2005, and Inside AP: A Guide to Today’s Accounts Payable Profession, published in 2010, as well as thousands of magazine and newspaper articles. 
She oversees DiVerse Media’s team of contributing writers, editors and artists on projects for clients including the Urban Land Institute; The Institute of Internal Auditors; myregion.org; the Institute of Finance and Management and its affiliates, The Accounts Payable Network, The Accounts Receivable Network and The Controllers Network; PayStream Advisors; and numerous other for-profit and nonprofit enterprises. 
Sears previously served as editor-in-chief of Financial Ops, an award-winning magazine for professionals in accounts payable, accounts receivable and procurement published by The Institute of Financial Operations, formerly International Accounts Payable Professionals. As the IFO’s director of communications and education, she oversaw a department responsible for publications, certification, surveys, research reports, webinars, educational content and the organization’s Leadership Academy for AP and AR practitioners. 
A career journalist, Sears previously wrote monthly columns and feature articles on tourism, healthcare, economic development and entrepreneurship for business magazine Florida Trend and its sister publications Florida Small Business and Business Florida. She has been an occasional contributor to other publications, including Internal Auditor, published by The Institute of Internal Auditors; UF Today, an alumni magazine of her alma mater, the University of Florida; and First Monday, published by the Orlando Regional Chamber of Commerce. She is the former founding editor-in-chief of Venture Woman, a national magazine for women business owners, and served as Director of Content Marketing for DigitalOwl, which produced digital rights management software for the publishing industry. 
Before becoming an entrepreneur, she served as an editor and the workplace beat reporter at The Orlando Sentinel newspaper, where she also covered city governments and the Florida Legislature. She previously worked as an assistant metro editor with Florida Today newspaper in Melbourne, Florida.  

Sears is co-founder and co-chair of Go for the Greens, an annual international economic development conference for women entrepreneurs established in 2007, and is a founding director of Go for the Greens Foundation Inc., a Florida-based nonprofit. She serves as the Orlando Chapter chair of Women Presidents’ Organization, an international membership group for high-revenue women-led businesses, and the Central Florida regional director for the Women’s Business Development Council of Florida, which certifies companies as women-owned for the Women’s Business Enterprise National Council. 
For her work in helping develop businesses internationally, Sears was awarded a 2015 World of Difference 100 Award by The International Alliance for Women and was inducted into the Women’s Business Enterprise Hall of Fame in December 2015 by the American Institute of Diversity & Commerce. 
She previously served as the national Economic Development Forum chair for the National Association of Women Business Owners, as well as president of the NAWBO Orlando Chapter and a co-founder and director of the NAWBO Orlando Foundation. For her work in mentoring women and building community relationships, NAWBO twice named her National Member of the Year in 2006 and 2009.
Sears was a co-founder and chair of The Beacon Awards: Celebrating Diversity in Greater Orlando’s Workforce, which resulted in The Beacon Diversity Network for diversity and inclusion practitioners. She is a founding member of the governing body for the Athena PowerLink program in Central Florida and previously served on advisory groups in Orlando for the National Entrepreneur Center, the Orange County Regional History Center, the Women’s Leadership Summit, the Minority/Women’s Business Enterprise Alliance, Leadership Orlando, and the YaYa Network. She is a graduate of Leadership Orlando Class 70 and a member of the Orlando Chapter of the Executive Women’s Golf Association.

Contact information: diane@di-verse-media.com, 407-625-7197
